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Contained within Octavia Butler’s Parable of the Sower (1993) 
is the message that technology permits a false sense of freedom. 
Butler creates characters that exist within chaotic technological-
ly and monetarily motivated societies and, whether purposefully 
or not, the characters desire to escape. When used alone tech-
nology does not provide the means for protection and survival, 
but when utilized with nature the result is the preservation of 
human life.  Through an examination of Lauren Oya Olamina’s 
three communities it is clear that authentic liberation can only 
be achieved through a symbiotic relationship between technolo-
gy and nature.  Only Lauren’s character realizes early in the 
novel that change is crucial to the continued existence of hu-
manity, and her journey to Bankole’s land gives her the means 
to pass her knowledge on to others. [Article copies available for 
a fee from The Transformative Studies Institute. E-mail ad-
dress: journal@transformativestudies.org Website: 
http://www.transformativestudies.org ©2010 by The Transfor-
mative Studies Institute.  All rights reserved.] 
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Donna J. Haraway in her work, “A Cyborg Manifesto: Science, Technol-
ogy, and Socialist-Feminism in the Late Twentieth Century” defines a 
“cyborg” as “a hybrid of machine and organism, a creature of social real-
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