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Reviving the Tribe: Friendship and Social Relations in the Work and 

Play of Eric Rofes 
 

Benjamin Shepard1 
           

As a journalist, executive director, organizer, and educator, Eric 
Rofes worked to support a Gay Liberation movement originally dedi-
cated to sexual freedom and self determination.  While Rofes’ skills 
as a writer, educator and cultural critic have long been recognized, 
this essay addresses Rofes’ use of friendship to realize movement 
goals.  For Rofes, friendship involved the nexus between individual 
and larger social forces, linking ideas, bodies, and networks into Gay 
Liberation politics.  Here, individuals and groups helped realize the 
image of convivial social relations, in which human care, freedom of 
the body, sexuality and imagination found support.  Rofes died in 
2006.  The concept is discussed and explored through the review of 
Rofes’ life and story.  [Article copies available for a fee from The 
Transformative Studies Institute. E-mail address: jour-
nal@transformativestudies.org Website: 
http://www.transformativestudies.org ©2010 by The Transformative 
Studies Institute.  All rights reserved.] 
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