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Eleven years into the new century, it may be time to discuss terms of sur-
render. Not a surrender to any civilization, but the surrender of civiliza-
tion to those in control who would use any political participation as a 
crutch for their failure. The question is not if but when giving up on civi-
lization will be seen as the only rational political stance. Currently, the 
critical strategy of removing oneself from a failed situation and ceasing 
participation in a bankrupt enterprise is rarely given serious thought. 
Giving up is constantly under attack from politicians and those who ben-
efit from the current situation. Activists remain in the service of an im-
agined future that only extends the crisis, unable to wean themselves 
from strategies already four decades old. This is the case in the discus-
sion documented in Critical Strategies in Art and Media, a new book 
from Autonomedia that documents a conference of the same name. From 
the predictable return to 1968 as a vague yet singular moment to the in-
sistence on optimism —recuperating even hopelessness and pessimism 
for continued production and activity— the most common strategies dis-
cussed are pragmatic approaches to working with those who fund art 

                                                 
1 Adam Trowbridge and Jessica Westbrook are artists currently living in Chicago and 
working under the name Channel TWo (http://onchanneltwo.com/). Select re-
cent/upcoming projects/installations include: Pace Digital Gallery, NYC; University of 
Wisconsin Madison, gli.tc/h/ festival, Kinsey Institute, Hyde Park Art Center, and the 
Block Museum. They work with the group Basekamp on Plausible Artworlds, a project to 
collect and share knowledge about alternative models of creative practice 
(http://www.plausibleartworlds.org/). Address correspondence to: Adam Trowbridge and 
Jessica Westbrook; e-mail: atrowbri@gmail.com and jessicaw1974@gmail.com. 
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