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Black/White Biracial Identity: The Influence of

Colorblindness and the Racialization of Poor Black Americans
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This article focuses on the influence of colorblindness, the interaction
of class and culture, and the racialization of poor Black culture on the
racial identity of Biracial Americans with both a Black and a White
parent. In doing so, it makes the following points: 1) Despite the fact
that almost all Biracial persons experience racism (particularly during
adolescence), the ideology of colorblindness promotes a non-racial or
“honorary white” racial identity among middle and upper-middle
class Biracial persons who live in predominantly white settings, 2)
Many middle and upper-middle class Biracial persons have more in
common with their White neighbors than with poor Black Americans.
3) The common stereotype of “true” Blackness connects it to the
culture of poor, marginalized Black Americans. These points are
conceptually distinct, yet all promote the distance many middle- and
upper-class Biracial Americans feel from a Black racial identity.
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How do persons with both a Black and a White parent racially identify in
a society in which race is no longer supposed to matter? In a society in
which Blackness is tied to poor Black culture, how do they identify if
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